
Reading and Phonics
 in Reception

Family workshop





• Children learn about how language works and develop their 
vocabulary by talking with their parents. 

• They learn about stories and books when people read to them.  

• Children’s first reading experiences will often consist of joining in 
with nursery rhymes and the repetitive phrases in well known 
stories. 

Ready to read



To cope with reading unfamiliar stories, children must also learn:

• The sounds that match each letter shape

• It is important that we use pure sounds ‘l’ ‘m’ not ‘lu’ ‘mu’

    (https://www.blossomfield.solihull.sch.uk/reception/)

• Sounds made by common combinations of letters, e.g. sh, ch, th, 
qu (we call these digraphs)

• The scheme that we use to teach phonics is ELS (Essential Letters 
and Sounds). The teaching of phonics enables children to learn to 
read.

Starting to read

https://www.blossomfield.solihull.sch.uk/reception/


• Newsletter – phonics for the following 

week. 

• Build up your own set for regular practice.

• The sooner children know their sounds the 

easier they will find reading.

• Practise little and often

Phonics at home



When phonics does not 
work!

Some words cannot be sounded out. 
We call these words ‘harder to read and spell words’
For example: 
said 
was
the
to
we
These words just have to be learnt!



• Tell the story through the pictures before you even attempt to decode.

• Ask open and closed questions to aid comprehension e.g. why do you think Floppy did 
that? How do you think Ant is feeling now? 

• Link reading to the real world 

• Each week your child will be allocated an online book on the Oxford Owl website and 
will have a real book too! The online books are closely matched to the sounds that 
they have been taught in school. 

• The login for your child is stuck to the front cover of their reading diary

• Reading for 10 minutes each day is more productive than 4 hours at the weekend! 
With our phonics scheme the expectation is that you read with your child at least 4 
times a week. 

Reading



Oxford Owl 
•Each week your child will be allocated an online book 
on the Oxford Owl website. 
•The login for your child’s Oxford Owl account is stuck 
to the front cover of their reading diary



• Enjoy reading to and with your child.

• Let your child see you reading.

• Take your child to the library and choose books for both of you.

• Good readers are children who are read to, even if only for a few minutes 
at bedtime.

• Vary your child’s reading material, don’t just read school books – comics, 
newspapers, magazines, cookery books etc.

• EAL – English as an additional language. 

How can I help?



End of Year Expectations



• This is just the beginning of a long journey.

• Learning to read is not a race and each child will learn at their own 
pace.

• If you feel stressed when reading with your child they will sense it and 
it will make them tense. This is not conducive to good learning. If 
there is nobody else available to take over, put it away, take a break 
and come back to it later.

• Reading should be fun!

And remember…







• Practise name writing first. Remember to use a capital letter at the 
start of their name and lower case for the rest.

• See how many 2 and 3 letter words you can make from the 
magnetic letters.

• Make a list of the words.

• Remember to use phonics and lowercase letters.

• Big name writing (adults too!)

Todays task



Useful websites

www.oxfordowl.co.uk
www.phonicsplay.co.uk
www.cbeebies.co.uk~ alphablocks.

Apps: 
Pocket phonics
Reading eggs
Teach your monster to read

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.cbeebies.co.uk~/
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