
 

Year 1 Newsletter 
 Our learning theme for this term is 

                               School Days 

13th -17 th April 2026 

 

 
Assigned reading on Oxford Owl 

  
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/please-log-in  

 

Reading book assigned for this week is: The Photo Box 

The winning class this week is Elm class. Well done! 

 
Phonics 

In phonics this week, we will be focussing on: alternative graphemes for sounds we already 

know 

Sound we know 

already 

Alternative grapheme Example of words 

ar al half, palm 

or augh daughter, caught 

sh ss expression, permission 

sh ci delicious, special 

A new sound - zh si vision, confusion 

sh ti station, fiction 

We will also be reviewing the Harder to Read and Spell (HRS) words – review words we have 

already learned. 

 

This week in Year 1 we will be: 
English- starting a new unit based on The Bear and The Piano by David Lichfield.   

Maths- counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s 

History- using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time to communicate 

ideas and order information on a timeline.  

Science- labelling and describing the basic structure of a variety of common plants. 

Music- hearing and creating high- and low-pitched sounds. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/please-log-in


 

PSHE – thinking about how it feels to belong to a family and care about the people who are 

important to them.  

PE 

We have a multi sports coach coming into school on Wednesday mornings.  Please send 

children into school wearing PE kits on Tuesday and Wednesday this term. 

 
St George’s Day is on Thursday 23 April 2026. To celebrate this special day children can wear 
their Squirrels, Beavers or Rainbow uniforms. Alternatively, your child can wear red, white and 
blue to reflect the flag of the United Kingdom.' 

 

Summer 1 Targets 

Your child’s summer 1 targets are attached to this newsletter. 

History! 

This term, our topic is School Days. We will be looking at Blossomfield now and the history of 

Blossomfield. If you used to go to Blossomfield and have any old photos, pieces of uniform, or 

know anyone who may have these things (grandparents, neighbours etc.) we would love to see 

them!  

 

Suggested Home Activities: 

Look for signs of Spring with the Easter Trail attached to this newsletter! 

History- School Days Activity 

Our School Days topic this term teaches children about their own school and locality, both 

today and in the past. They compare schooling in the Victorian era to their experiences 

today. Please read and discuss the School Days Knowledge Organiser and Glossary with your 

child at home (attached to this newsletter) 

 

English- Write an Easter or Spring card or letter to a friend 

 

Maths  

Please practise counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s 

Games on Purple Mash: 

Purple Mash/Home/Mathematics/Number/Multiplication and Division/Age 5 – 7  

• Groups of 10 

• Counting in Groups 

• Arrays as repeated addition 

 

Year 1 National Phonics Screening Check 

The Year 1 National Phonics Screening Check takes place in early June.  Please continue to 

practise the Phase 2,3 and 5 sounds and any words sent home. Past phonic check booklets are 



 

useful to practise applying phonics and we would encourage you to go through a check every 

few weeks with your child.  They can be found on our class page on the Blossomfield website 

https://www.blossomfield.solihull.sch.uk/year-1/ or by searching  Year 1 Phonics screening 

check past papers. 

 

Join the Library!  

We are working extremely hard to promote a love of reading here at Blossomfield. The book 

fair was a great success, and we are so thankful to everybody who donated and purchased 

books in our pre-loved book sale. We are really looking forward to developing our library in 

the coming future, but until then we just wanted to remind you that you can join a Solihull 

Library for free here; https://www.solihull.gov.uk/libraries/join-library  
 

If you have any questions or just want to say hello, please contact us using the year 1 

email s4year1@blossomfield.solihull.sch.uk 

With all our very best wishes 

Miss Kilby and Mrs Mason ☺ 
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